CONFLENT-CANIGO WALKS

THE COGOLLO CIRCUIT via THE RESISTANCE MONUMENT

This walk takes you high up on the slopes of Canigou mountain. Along the way are viewpoints with stunningly beautiful panoramas.

Duration: 5h30 (plus stops)
Distance: 12.8 km
Waymarks: yellow-and-red, yellow-and-white

Difference in altitude between highest and lowest points:
840 metres

You climb in total: 975 metres
Level of difficulty: A hard walk.

e Emergency telephone numbers: 112 (or 18 - the
pompiers fire and emergency service)

e Map: IGN 2349 ET, Massif du Canigou

Mountain code of conduct

o Check the weather forecast
o Go well equipped: with walking shoes or boots, a
sunhat and some drinking water
o Keep to waymarked routes
o Respect fauna and flora
o Carry out all your litter
o Act in accordance with signs and notices
o Leave gates and fences as you find them (or as
otherwise requested)
o Make no unnecessary noise
o Don't light fires

ROUTE DESCRIPTION

Start: Tourist office, Vernet-les-Bains town centre,
"Place de la République" (altitude 658m)

Access to start: Buses from Perpignan and Prades run to
Vernet. By car, take the RN116 main road to Villefranche-
de-Conflent, then turn onto the D116 road going to Vernet-
les-Bains. Car parking is available in several places close to
the town centre.

Cross the square. Follow the street that goes uphill on the
right, between two cafés (the "rue du Canigou" - yellow-
and-white waymarks). On reaching at the top the Fillols
road (D27), turn left. Follow the road up to the "Place de

I'Entente Cordiale". Then turn right (still on the road;
yellow-and-red waymarks). After 50 metres:

(1) Bear left down the Chemin des Escoumeilles. As you
approach the River Saint-Vincent, keep straight on.

(2) Cross that river by a footbridge. Immediately after the
footbridge, turn right, with the river on your right (in the
direction of the "Refuge Bonne-Aigue"). After less than 100
metres, turn left up a grassy lane. You are now following
yellow-and-white waymarks, on the "Chemin de Saint-
Jean". Cross the road that runs between Vernet and Fillols.
Follow the narrow tarmacked lane that runs straight ahead
(with a sign for the "Massif du Canigou"). The lane soon
starts to climb quite steeply.

(03) Intersection of lanes and a path - 0h35. At this
intersection, turn sharp right, up a footpath signposted for
the "Tour du Cogolld". The path climbs up through a forest
and emerges into a nearly-level open area. It then re-
enters the forest and winds its way up the mountainside
(in the direction of the "Maquis"). Here and there, you
have views down to Vernet, and you pass the remains of
drystone cortals (where animals were kept overnight) and
an orri (drystone cabin).

(04) Resistance monument - 1h45m - altitude
1200m. The path emerges into another open area. The
path bears left here, but first visit the monument to 1944
Resistance fighters (a group known as the "Maquis Henri
Barbusse"). It is on an eagle’s-nest hilltop, 50 metres to
the right. You have a wonderful view over the Saint
Vincent valley, and towards the "Conques du Canigou", the
Tour de Goa, the Tres Estelles massif, etc. The path,
signposted for the "Refuge de Bonne-Aigue", passes
another orri and continues its winding passage uphill.

(05) Path fork - 2h15 - altitude 1425m. At this path
fork, by a pine tree, you take the path that climbs steeply
on the left, towards the "Pic du Cogollé". (But, first, go
out-and-back for 200 metres, along the "chemin du
Canigo" straight ahead, to visit the "Contadd", a rocky
notch in the mountainside. It is said that shepherds were
able to count their sheep here as the animals passed
through the notch, one by one.) After a short but steep
climb you reach the crest of the ridge at the "Col de I'Orri"
(1490 metres). Continue to follow the waymarked path
ahead, which now descends a little, to the right. You

traverse the head of a valley, on the way climbing past a
normally damp area near the "Font de la Baraquette".

(06) Col du Cogollé - 2h40 - altitude 1485m. (The Pic
du Cogolld is a little lower down on the left.) Cross the
open area and take the path straight ahead, on the other
side of the col. It re-enters the forest and descends steeply
(take care - the path may be slippery). After a long,
winding descent, you meet, at 1044 metres altitude, a path
approaching on the left (07). Turn sharp right here to
continue the descent towards "Vernet-les-Bains - Fillols".
You soon emerge into an open area where you meet a path
on the right (08) coming from the "Col des Voltes". Go to
the left, then, at another junction after 50 metres, go
straight on, in the direction of "Vernet-les-Bains - Fillols".
The path eventually brings you to the:

(09) Col de Juell - 3h50 - altitude 895m. At this col,
take the forest track that is climbing steeply straight ahead
in the direction of the "Col de la Truja" and the former "Col
de Fillols". From higher up on this track, you can look back
and see a cross on the Pic du Cogollé. You also have views
to Fillols and the Saint-Pierre chapel, Jujols, Flassa,
Madres, le Fort Libéria, etc. Lower down, in a pine forest
shortly before the "Col de la Truja", are another fine orri
and the remains of former mine entrances. The track
climbs steeply again, then descends to the:

(10) Former "Col de Fillols" - 4h20 - altitude 838m.
At this col go left and follow yellow-and-red waymarks (all
the way back to Vernet). On meeting the Fillols road, go
left, and, after crossing a bridge, go down a path on the
right. The path winds downhill to meet a tarmacked lane.
(Just before this point, on the right, are the remains of
small iron ore furnaces.) Follow the lane. It leads to the
footbridge over the River Saint-Vincent (2). Cross the
bridge, enter Vernet, and follow the waymarked route up
to the town hall (mairie). Go past the town hall and bear
left (11) to descend into the old village. Wind down
through narrow streets to return to the "Place de la
République".
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Office de Tourisme Conflent Canigé
Tél : 04 68 05 41 02
www.tourisme-canigou.com

(English version by A.M., 2021)
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[ Adresses et informations utiles ]
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Météo : 08 99 71 02 66
Urgences: 112 ou 15

Pompiers : 18

Vous rencontrez un probleme sur nos sentiers ? Signalez-le sur les fiches dédiées dans les

Bonne Conduite en Montagne
- Se renseigner sur les conditions

atmosphériques

- Etre bien équipé : chaussures, chapeau, eau...

- Rester sur les sentiers balisés

- Respecter la Faune et /a Flore

- Ramener ses déchets

- Respecter la réglementation affichée

- Ne pas oublier de refermer les barriéres
- Rester silencieux et discret

- Ne pas faire de feu

différentes antennes de 'Office de Tourisme ou sur sentinelles.sportsdenature.fr
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ACTUALITES SIGNALEMENTS

SIGNALER UN PROBLEME

Vernet-les-Bains
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Temps : sh3o (Hors arréts)
Dénivelé Positif Cumulé: 975 m

Distance :12,8 km
Dénivelé Positif: 840 m /
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Difficulté : Difficile

Balisage : Jaune et Rouge [l Blanc et Jaune |-

Panoramas
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sur Instagram
Photos visibles sur notre page Facebook,
devenez fan en flashant le QR code ci-contre
ou sur facebook.com/TourismeConflentCanigo




Départ Office de Tourisme - Place de la République - aftitude 658 m.—
Acces : depuis la N116, emprunter /a D116 jusqu'a Vemet-les-Bains.
Départ Office de Tourisme Place de la République — 658 m. (balisage blanc et jaune). Prendre

en face la « Rue du Canigou » qui monte entre les deux cafés ; A l'intersection avec la route de
Fillols, prendre a gauche pour longer la « Place de I'Entente Cordiale ». Prendre a droite
direction Fillols (balisage jaune et rouge). Aprés 50 m (1), prendre a gauche une rue légérement
descendante (chemin des Escoumeilles) pour rejoindre la riviere du Saint-Vincent. Traverser le
pont piétonnier, prendre a droite (2) le long de la riviére direction « Refuge de Bonne-Aigue »

piale du Canigé\

puis aprés 100 m environ, emprunter a gauche (balisage blanc et jaune) le « Chemin de Saint-
Jean ». Traverser la route et en face, continuer sur la petite route goudronnée direction « Massif
du Canigd ». Route qui devient rapidement pentue.

3 Embranchement de 3 chemins — Oh35. Prendre a droite le chemin direction « Tour du

Cogollé » qui monte en lacets jusqu’a un replat. Continuer tout droit. La montée reprend en

lacets sous couvert en direction du « Maquis ». Au cours de la montée, cortals en ruines, orri
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(cabane en pierres séches), vue sur Vernet-les-Bains...

4 Pla « Monument Henri Barbusse » - 1h45 — 1200 m. 50 m a droite se trouve le monument du
« Maquis Henri Barbusse » (héros de la résistance). Vue imprenable sur la vallée du Saint-
Vincent, les Conques du Canigd, Tour de Goa, le Tres Estelles... Continuer le sentier en
direction de Bonne-Aigue. Passage devant un orri.

5 Bifurcation — 2h15 — 1425 m. A 200 m environ en direction de Bonne-Aigue, le « Contadd »
(passage dans la roche en ligne de créte qui permettait de compter les moutons). Laisser le
chemin du Canigd et prendre a gauche le sentier montant direction « Pic du Cogollé » pour
atteindre le Col de I'Orri (1490 m). Petite descente pour arriver a une mouillere et remontée sur
la Font de la Baraquette et le Col du Cogolld.

6 Col du Cogoll6 — 2h40 — 1485 m. Pic du Cogollé en contrebas Iégerement a gauche.
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Traverser le plat herbeux et prendre la piste (terre glissante) qui descend en lacets dans la

CHAPELLE SAINT-VINCENT

forét. A l'intersection (7) (altitude 1044 m), prendre a droite la direction « Vernet-les-Bains —
Fillols » jusqu’a l'intersection avec le chemin du Col des Voltes (8). Prendre a gauche le sentier
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direction « Vernet-les-Bains — Fillols » qui raméne au « Col de Juell ».

9 Col de Juell - 3h50 — 895 m. Prendre le coupe-feu (montée) en direction des cols de la Truja
et Vieux Col de Fillols. Vers le sommet du coupe-feu en se retournant, vue sur le Pic Cogolld
avec sa croix. Sur la ligne de créte, vue sur Fillols et la Chapelle Saint-Pierre, Jujols, Flassa, le
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cours de la descente, passage devant deux fours a griller le minerai de fer. Traverser le Saint-
Carte IGN 1/25%me 2349 ET Vincent et suivre la route qui amene a la mairie. Apres la mairie, commencer a gauche (11) la
descente dans le Vieux Village jusqu’a la Place de la République.



