CONFLENT-CANIGO WALKS
The “"BELLE EPOQUE” CIRCUIT

A short walk from the Casino of Vernet-les-Bains, into woodland on the outskirts of the town, then through part of
the "Belle Epoque" section of Vernet. From the highest point on the walk there is a fine view towards the historic
centre of the town, with its hilltop church and castle.

Duration: up to 1h30 (plus stops)
Distance: 2.8 km
Waymarks: yellow, yellow-and-red

Difference in altitude between highest and lowest
points: 80 metres

You climb in total: 85 metres

Level of difficulty: Easy. But take care on some steep
slopes, and on a stony section.

e Emergency telephone numbers: 112 (or 18 - the
pompiers fire and emergency service)

e Map: IGN 2349 ET, Massif du Canigou

ROUTE DESCRIPTION

Start: Casino car park, Vernet-les-Bains
(altitude 666m)

Access to start: Buses from Perpignan and Prades run
to Vernet. From the RN116 main road at Villefranche-
de-Conflent, take the D116 road to Vernet-les-Bains.
With the post office (La Poste) on the left, go over
the bridge on the right. Continue straight ahead, up
the rue Louis Codet. Go right at a road fork, to a car
park next to the Casino.

From the car park, pass in front of the Casino, the
Hotel du Portugal and the Etablissement Thermal
("Les Thermes"). After the "Résidence Thermale", go
to the right (1), and then to the left, to follow a track
(the "chemin de la Laiterie"). This goes to the right
of some car parks. Go through a gate, with a steep-
sided forest on the right. Follow the track up to the
"Laiterie" (a former dairy).

Go past the front of the Laiterie building, then go
into a wooded are on the right. Follow the path
straight ahead. At a path fork after 30 metres, go to
the right. Climb a little, then follow the path as it
turns sharply to the right (2). (But first, on the left,

is a viewpoint from where you can look up the Cady
valley, and across the river to the former Hotel
Alexandra and the Pic d'Alzina).

The path then continues through the forest, over a
stony section. Just after passing the Laiterie again
(down below on the right), go left at a path fork. You
pass a former spring and a couple of cave-like
openings in the hillside. The path descends a little
and you carry on, straight ahead, along a terrace.

At another path fork, go up to the left, following the
yellow waymarks. The path winds uphill, then it
climbs a stone staircase to a viewpoint.

From this viewpoint, you have a lovely view across
to the old village with its church and castle. Directly
opposite, in the Winter Garden, is the “Grotte des
Palmiers” (also known as the “Grotte des
Amoureux”). Above that is the "Plate-forme de
Burnay" (the “Belvédére”).

Take the path going down from the other side of the
viewpoint. You now wind downhill through the forest.
There is a maze of paths here, so follow the yellow
waymarks carefully.

As you approach the rear of the Hotel du Portugal,
turn sharp left at a path fork. The Casino is down
below, on the right (3).

On arriving at a tarmac lane just before a campsite
(4), go to the left and follow that lane uphill.

You pass through the entrance to a private property.
After 30 metres, turn right (5), and go along a
grassy terrace. (This section of the walk is also used
by other walking routes, the "Circuit de la Pena" and
"La Tour de Goa".)

Re-enter the forest and bear left to go down some
steps. At a path junction (6), you join the "Ronde du

Mountain code of conduct

o Check the weather forecast
o Go well equipped: with walking shoes or
boots, a sunhat and some drinking water
o Keep to waymarked routes
o Respect fauna and flora
o Carry out all your litter
o Act in accordance with signs and notices
o Leave gates and fences as you find them (or as
otherwise requested)
o Make no unnecessary noise
o Don't light fires

Canigd". Turn right here and now follow yellow-and-
red waymarks.

You soon emerge into the open again, with the
campsite on the right (7). Continue straight ahead,
downhill, along a tarmac lane. At a fork lower down,
take the lane on the right.

At a junction of lanes, turn right (you leave the
yellow-and-red waymarks here and follow yellow
waymarks again). You go past the Anglican church,
on the right.

At the end of the lane, opposite an open area, turn
right. After a few metres, you arrive back at the
Casino car park.
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Office de Tourisme Conflent Canigd
Tél : 04 68 05 41 02
www.tourisme-canigou.com

(English version by A.M., 2021)
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[ Adresses et informations utiles ] Vernet-les-Bains =\

Conflent Canigd
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Vous rencontrez un probleme sur nos sentiers ? Signalez-le sur les fiches dédiées dans les
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4 .

. R 1
samne T 241 100% .
ﬁ‘\\_\\sunn;.tm fa
' |60
( Photo-reportez en taguant vos \
@ plus belles photos de randos #justcanigo .
— © sur Instagram a:

0 Photos visibles sur notre page Facebook,
#  Télécharger dans DISPONIBLE SUR : .
@& 1'App Store ’b Google Play ACTUALITES  SIGNALEMENTS n devenez fan en flashant le QR code ci-contre

ou sur facebook.com/TourismeConflentCanigo

SIGNALER UN PROBLEME




Départ Parking du Casino - a/titude 666 m. —
Accés : depuis la N116, emprunter la D116 jusqu’a Vernet-les-Bains, traverser le

pont a droite face a la Poste et continuer sur la rue Louis Codet jusqu’au parking.

Départ Parking du Casino — Balisage jaune.
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Du parking, passer devant le Casino, 'H6tel du Portugal et I'Etablissement Thermal
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pour prendre le chemin de la Laiterie (1).

Passer devant la Laiterie, puis aprés 30 metres, laisser le sentier qui file en face et
prendre le sentier qui monte a droite (2). Quelques métres plus loin, prendre le sentier
qui monte a gauche. Aprés le passage pierreux, au cours de la montée, une ancienne

source et deux petites grottes.

BELVEDERE

Laisser un chemin a droite et continuer sur le chemin a gauche qui méne a des
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marches, puis a un petit belvédeére (vue sur la Vallée du Cady, I'ancien Hotel
Alexandra, le Pic de I'Alzina...).
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3 Point de vue — (sommet de la montée) — 0h40.
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Vue sur Vernet-les-Bains, la « Grotte des Palmiers » (dite grotte des amoureux), la
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Plate-Forme de Burnay (belvédére). Commencer la descente en laissant le chemin en
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face et en prenant le chemin qui descend a droite, puis, aprés quelques métres,
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prendre le sentier en épingle a gauche. A 'embranchement suivant, continuer tout
droit.
A la jonction avec la piste en bitume (4), prendre le chemin a gauche vers une
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propriété privée. 30 m apres le portail (5), prendre a droite le sentier commun avec le

Circuit de la Pena et la Tour de Goa.

EGLISE ANG

Jonction avec le circuit de la Ronde du Canigé (6).

Forét domaniale du Conflent

Prendre a droite le sentier qui descend vers Vernet-les-Bains, balisage jaune et
rouge, puis balisage jaune (7).
Passage devant I'Eglise Saint-Georges.
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