CONFLENT-CANIGO WALKS
THE BADABANYS TOWERS

This walk takes you up onto high ground between the Cady and Rotja valleys. It passes a number of places of historic interest. There are
spectacular views along the way, especially from the highest point at the "Citerne Vauban".

Duration: 3h30 (plus stops)
Distance: 12.2 km
Waymarks: yellow-and-red, yellow-and-white

Difference in altitude between highest and lowest points:
126 metres

You climb in total: 380 metres

Level of difficulty: Fairly easy. This is a walk for all
seasons, but it is best not attempted on very hot days.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION

Start: Tourist office, Vernet-les-Bains town centre,
"Place de la République" (altitude 658m)

Access to start: Buses from Perpignan and Prades run to
Vernet. By car, take the RN116 main road to
Villefranche-de-Conflent, then turn onto the D116 road
going to Vernet-les-Bains. Car parking is available in
several places close to the town centre.

Follow yellow-and-red waymarks down towards the River
Cady. Cross the river by the "Rudyard Kipling" bridge.
Turn right and, with the Paganini garden on your right,
go straight down to the "Route de Sahorre" (D27). You
now follow yellow-and-white waymarks.

Turn left up that road for 50 metres, then turn right (1)
into the "Promenade Claude Nogué". Follow that road,
downhill, for 750 metres, then take a tarmacked lane on
the left. After 350 metres (2), turn left onto a footpath
which climbs the hillside. Evergreen oak trees offer some
shade along this path. On the crest of the hill, you join a
forest track (3).

Go straight ahead, along that track, and after 150 metres
take the waymarked path on the right. The path climbs
to the partially-restored Saint-Clément de la Serra
chapel, which dates from the 10th and 11th centuries. 20
metres before the chapel, in a rock on the left, are cup
marks, thought to be of prehistoric origin.

(4) Saint-Clément de la Serra chapel - 0h45 -
altitude 676m. The path continues on the other side of
the chapel. Follow that path along the crest of the hill.
The path runs parallel to the forest track and eventually
leads to the:

(5) Dolmen de Cobartorat - 1h00 - altitude 628m.

At the dolmen, follow the wide track straight ahead. It
winds up the open hillside. On the way up, you have a
maghnificent view over Corneilla-de-Conflent, in the valley
on the right. Where the track goes sharp left (10) (you
return here later), go straight ahead. You soon arrive at a
disused red marble quarry (6). Follow the path as it
passes to the right of the quarry, then continues uphill,
towards the Badabanys towers.

(7) Path junction (at this junction, the path ahead
descends to Villefranche)

At this junction, turn right, to visit the remains of the
smaller of the two “Badabanys towers” (8). This was a
medieval watchtower overlooking Villefranche. It was
used until 1346, in the time of Pierre IV of Aragon. Only
the lower part of the tower remains.

Return to path junction, and go straight ahead to arrive
at:

(9) The larger of the two “"Badabanys towers" -
1h45 - altitude 761m

This was another watchtower from where signals were
sent out - to warn, for example, of impending danger.
Again, only the lower part of the tower remains. In the
centre was a well (“citerne”). The tower was destroyed
by Vauban, the military architect who rebuilt Villefranche
after the French took control of this region from Spain in
1659. The tower is thus known (erroneously) as the
“Citerne Vauban”.

At the tower you also have one of the most spectacular
and wide-ranging viewpoints in the area - to the Massif
du Canigou, Pla Guillem, the Cady and Rotja valleys, etc.

Take the track leading away from the tower, along the
crest of the hill, heading south in the direction of Vernet
and Canigou. It winds downhill and eventually bears to
the left and brings you back to a junction (10) near the
disused red marble quarry. There, you turn right and you
are now on the outward route. Follow that route back
towards Vernet.

Beyond the dolmen, you can stay on the jeep track to
avoid the climb via the Saint-Clément de la Serra chapel.

In addition, there is an alternative route back through
Vernet on returning to the "Promenade Claude Nogué".
Turn left at the junction with that road, then take two
right turns and walk back towards the centre of Vernet
up the avenue Saint-Saturnin. You go past the "Salle
Polyvalente" and the swimming pools. Continue up to the
"Rudyard Kipling" bridge, then turn left and go up to the
town centre.
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Office de Tourisme Conflent Canigé
Tél : 04 68 05 41 02
www.tourisme-canigou.com

(English version by A.M., 2021)

Mountain code of conduct

o Check the weather forecast
o Go well equipped: with walking shoes or boots, a
sunhat and some drinking water
o Keep to waymarked routes
o Respect fauna and flora
o Carry out all your litter
o Act in accordance with signs and notices
o Leave gates and fences as you find them (or as
otherwise requested)
o Make no unnecessary noise
o Don't light fires

e Emergency telephone numbers: 112 (or 18 - the
pompiers fire and emergency service)

e Map: IGN 2349 ET, Massif du Canigou




ABBAYE S

.
ﬂﬂnnun!hun:mun-dﬁamnnunnn

COVA BASTERA o -

ANCIENNES CARS
a GROTTES DES CANALETTES

ETITE TOUR DF BADABANYS

CORTAL

MEN DE COBARTORAY %
~ « 'y v .
MARTE \ Fords cammuanale de Fllols

légende

IEGLISE SAINTE

RNET - Les Tours de Badahany:

Q REFUGES ET ABRIS

ESTIERE de LARGE LAGOSA
’(all

] . 3 2 S A s a GITES (YETAPE

Forét domanisie du Conflene

CAMPINGS

: {
CHAPELLE SAINT-JEAN-BAPTISTE \ \ P w .
’ \‘ AL DR PATRIMOINE

\

P PARKINGS
"' ) 2

~c

-4 VERNET.LES BAIN CS
EGLISE" sur«?‘muum — ROUTES

3000 m R \? Doergg,, e = PISTES DFCH
— o/ N VOUE FERREE

RIVIERES




Adresses et informations utiles Vernet-les-Bains =\

Conflent Canigé
. . — ‘] Les Tours de Badabanys ofesdeTourm
Office de Tourisme Conflent Canigé
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Départ Office de Tourisme - Place de la République - a/titude 658 m. -
Acceés : depuis la N116, emprunter la D116 jusqu’a Vernet-les-Bains.

Départ Office de Tourisme Place de la République — 658 m. Descendre vers le Cady (balisage
jaune et rouge). Le traverser par le pont Rudyard Kipling. Tourner a droite et continuer le long

VERNET - Les Tours de Badabanys

sentier, sur la droite de la piste, qui monte a la Chapelle Saint-Clément de la Serra (Xéme et
Xeéme siecles). 20 m avant la chapelle, a gauche du chemin, voir la pierre a cupules.
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4 Chapelle Saint-Clément de la Serra — 0h45 — 676 m. Prendre le sentier qui repart derriére la
chapelle et continue sur la ligne de créte surplombant la piste carrossable. Ce sentier rejoint le
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Dolmen de Cobartorat.
5 Dolmen de Cobartorat — 1h00 — 628 m. Prendre en face la piste qui méne a une ancienne
carriére de marbre (6) de Villefranche-de-Conflent. A la montée, magnifique point de vue sur
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Corneilla-de-Conflent. Longer la carriére par la droite et prendre le sentier qui monte vers les
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Tours de Badabanys.

7 Jonction avec le sentier qui redescend vers Villefranche-de-Conflent. Prendre a droite le
sentier qui méne a la Petite Tour de Badabanys (8). Tour a signaux mise hors service par Pierre
IV d’Aragon en 1346. Reste le soubassement et |a citerne. Revenir a 'intersection et

PETITE TOUR DE BADABANYS

poursuivre le chemin qui méne vers la Grande Tour de Badabanys.

9 Grande Tour de Badabanys dite Citerne Vauban — 1h45 -761 m. Tour a signaux détruite par
Vauban apres 1659. Restent le soubassement, les vestiges de la chemise annulaire et du
fossé, ainsi que la citerne d’ol son appellation erronée de Citerne Vauban. Magnifique point de
vue sur le Massif du Canigd, le Pla Guillem, les vallées du Cady et de la Rotja...

Contourner la tour par la gauche et prendre le sentier qui descend en balcon et raméne vers la
carriére. A la jonction avec la piste (10), tourner a droite et reprendre le chemin en sens inverse

\CHAPELLE SAINT»JEAN«BAPfISTE

pour revenir a Vernet-les-Bains. Sur le chemin du retour, éviter la remontée vers la Chapelle
Saint-Clément en suivant la piste carrossable.
11 A la jonction avec la Promenade Claude Nogué, prendre a gauche puis deux fois a droite

pour revenir au pont Rudyard Kipling.
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